THE VILLAGE CAMP

AUGUST 2 – 6, 2021

at SAXAPAHAW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Church Mailing Address: P.O. Box 268, Saxapahaw, NC 27340
Church Physical Address: 5624 Church Road, Graham, NC
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

July 2021
Dear Parents,
First and foremost, we hope that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. We have received
questions from parents about how COVID-19 will affect the Village Camp this year. We know this
pandemic has been stressful to many and recognize that socializing and interacting with peers can be a
healthy way for children to cope with stress and connect with others, particularly after spending quite a bit
of time at home. After careful thought and planning, we are excited to let you know that we plan to follow
the NC Department of Health and Human Services guidelines (which are aligned with the CDC guidelines) to
protect campers, volunteers, families, and our community.
The health and safety of our campers, volunteers, and staff are our highest priority. Below, you will find a
summary of steps we are taking to help ensure we are lowering COVID-19 risk as much as possible. We are:
•

Doing a health check when each camper arrives.

•

Keeping campers in small groups of 6 to 8 campers throughout the day, and especially while
indoors. While social distancing is not required, we will ensure that each group has adequate space
for each activity.

•

Requiring that all staff, volunteers, and campers wear a cloth face covering while indoors. Face
coverings are not required outdoors.

•

Intensifying cleaning and disinfection practices within our facilities and premises. Teachers and
volunteers will wipe down frequently touched surfaces between each group.

•

Encouraging campers to wash their hands frequently with soap and water.

•

If a child does get sick at camp, we will safely isolate him or her from others. We will communicate
with parents or caretakers directly to have the child picked up immediately.

We ask that you help us protect the health of all our campers this summer. We strongly encourage all
children and adults over the age of 12 be vaccinated as soon as possible. Anyone who is sick or has been
sick with COVID-19 or in contact with someone with COVID-19 within 14 days of the first day of camp —
including staff, volunteers and campers — should not come to camp. Be on the lookout for symptoms of
COVID-19, which include fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, sore throat, and loss of taste
or smell. Call your doctor if you think you or a family member is sick.
If you have a specific question about this plan please contact me. You can find more information by
searching for “NCDHHS Interim Guidance for Day Camp Settings,” or the CDC’s website, “Guidance for
Operating Youth Camps.”
We look forward to seeing you and spending a safe and fun week with our campers!
Thank you and stay healthy,
Sue Eldon (seldon@nccumc.org, 919-454-5669)
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